ROAD SUPERCAR OR RACER?
ot







liked the new Siverstone. desenbang i as a div-
er's circuit. Warwick had been pounding
around the new Silverstone since 10:45 that
moming and, apart from a beeak for lunch
hadn't stopped. By 3:15 pm. ot was my tum

It's with great but reserved anticipation that
one approaches a car like the XJR-15-¢ven
for jrt a nde. For a noreracing driver, getting in
some senous driving at the wheel of this car
wouldn't be casy. Coping with the 6-speed
straight-cut gearbox is not sasy if you've never
usedd one before. And then there's all that
power from the 6.0-lner Jaguar V<12, 450 bhp
at 6250 rpm. Unbess vou have an intermational

competinon hoense, you're not gong o get o
dnve this beast

Here | was being strapped into the competi-
on harness that was fitted to this car for the
day. As this is stictly a single-seat sports car,
that meant situng on the floor, actually, with
some foam 1o cushion my postenor. My Group
C chauffeur said we had better wlk after the
mxle—the car 15 100 nowsv. | thought that I'd have
enough trouble just concentrating on what
Warwick and the car were doing. s he 100k me
around the circunt

We had the arcuat o ourselves. Out of pit
Lane we didn't get a true bite at the first bend
the end of the startfinish stright, Copse, It's
tighter than it used to be. Drivers have to tum in
sooner, but with modem downforce and acro-
dynamics, it's now a faster comer than it used
10 be, because what's keft of the obd bend on the
outside provides a4 greater run-on arca

The revs were climbing, and Warwick hit 6th
gear for a short respite before the anchors came
on for the new Maggotts Curve, which devel-
oped into a full nght-hander—the first in a s
nies of three bends. He secenificed that first right-
hand bend 1o get the new Bocketes (now a left-
hander) on lme and accelerated out in 4th gear
through the new night-hand Chapel Curve

Here, | realized | was in a mee ruther than a
road car. The XJR-15's accelemtive prowess
was kock-in-the-back stuff and the car twitched
as Warwack climbed out of Chapel in Sth and
mnto 6th down Hangar Strasght~the fastest pan
of the circuit. In the few seconds | had to take it
all in, I completely forgot 1o check the speado
reading (ves, this 1 an unusual fitting to a race
car, and we'll see why later)

But [ did note the dancing of the rev counter
As Stowe Comer approached rapidly, Warwick
braked heavily, shifted into Sth, and went
around a long, tight nght-hander and then
dropped down into a new struight bit calied

W Beitish motoring press treats
the JUR-16 ke the swperstar it
Is. Driver Derek Warwick Sogged




Vale, Heading for Stowe in 4th gear, Warwick
made an alto-boef change to Sth before the
XIR-15 was braking hard again 0 enter the
new Club Comer. This comer began with a
tight 3rd gear left, up into $th out of the fins
nght that followed. and Sth for what was essen-
tally the old nght-hander, Club, Such are the
Jaguar V-12 engine’s abifitics, that | never saw
the revs drop below 3000, despite being flung
around the cabin somewhat

Into 6th gear out of the Club Curve and flat
out through the Abbey Curve, we blasted forth
toward another new nght-hander called Bdge.
which lurks smmediately after the new Dunlop
bodge. This bend. with the new Copse. says
Warwick, has tumed out 1o be faster than the
new circuit’s designers had planned. I vou're
skilled and beave enough. you can ke Brdge
in 6th rther than Sth. But the dniver has 1o get
the car back over to the right-hand side quickly
10 take one of the most difficult parts of the
CHCUIL, A new TWisTY section consisting of a se-
nes of four bends, before reaching the once-
again flat-out Woodcote and going on down
the starufinish line strazght agan

The first bend of the new twisty section i
Priory. taken in 3rd. Here, Warwick snatched
the gears down, but the XJR-15 clung on leech-
hike. and so did 1. Shontly thereafter. we were
o Brookkands—another tight left-hander—be-
fore the first of the two nghts that make up Luf-

fickd. 1 saw cach of these senes of bends rapidly
approaching, as Warwick kept on the power to
come out of Luffield in dth, the V-12's note
nsing smoothly once again as the XJR-15
powered on down through Woodcote and
along the straight toward Copse

This was a case of getting up through the
gears as rapdly as the TO00-rpm rev imit would
allow (there's no visible redline as such) and
then a touch of braking and drop to 5th 10 ke
Copse properly. Then Warwkh gave me the
thumbs-up: we were heading for the flyer

Maggotts. Becketts and Chapel came much
more quackly this time. We then shot down
Hangar Straight. where the XJR-15 is sud to his
170 mph, while after Stowe and Vale comes the
first Jeft that makes up Club; here. the XJR
15% tall momentanly fiicked out of line

Nothing dramatic, mind you. Warwick was
always in full control, and seconds later we




Indeed, the
XJR5 has

a Jekyll and
Hyde character
about it.

were about to enter Bridge agan: A touch of
the brakes. Sth. and we were going through,
That new tight senes of bends before Wood-
cote came and went, and for the second time |
began 10 ache 1or a proper seat

thin a couple minutes, we were

back in the pits and, before | disas-

sembled the full hamess. Warwick

tobd me what the XJR-15 i like 10

drive. | could see that it hadn’t been

kleally set up for the track, but then

as many rumors have suggested the

XJR-15 was never intended to be purely u track
car (more on that laser)

“It’s & bit 100 soft. You can tell by the way
the car was moving around on the circuit,” says
Warwick. “It needs stiffer springs 10 cure it for
track work and. of counse, we've been out on
rain tires rather than slicks™ In a few moments.
Warwick has perfectly summed up the XJR-
15. But there's a kot more 1o this car than the
sortie we'd just had on this day.

Inatially, the idea was to produce little more
than a road-going Group C car. but with that
beve!, more room and higher levels of visibality
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woukd be needed—-with genuine space for two
and proper seating inside the cabin. The doors
had to be changed to give proper sealing. and
the clip-on mcing windscreen was dumped fora
fixed one. By the time all this had been done,
and because proper shoulder room was re-
quired, it was clear that a clean-sheet-of-paper
design was essential

1t waas some wary into the peoject that designer
Peter Stevens (highly regarded for his work at
Lotus on the Espnt and Elan) persuaded TWR/
JaguarSpont boss Tom Walkinshaw that the re
style was the way 10 g0, At this stage, it was also
clear that the car was & Tom Walkinshaw Rac-
g (TWR) project mather than a Jaguar one.

Work on XJR-15 began in carly 1988, when
the progect was imtended to be a test-bed for the
use of advanced composites on road cars. But
once Jaguar's own XJ220 appeared at the 1988
Brtish motor show, work was shelved on the
TWR ar. 1o allow full4ime development off
the Brown's Lane factory’s own supercar.

With the on-aguin-off-agun nature of the
XJ220 throughout the GM-Ford tusske for the
Britssh luxury~carmaker, the car that became
the XJR-15 made progress. Senous develop
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ment started 0 the fall of 1989, before the
XJ220 was given the official Ford go-abead in
carly 1990, and continued rght through 10 just
before the RIR's launch as the XJR-15 at Sil-
verstone on November 15, 1990

Dunng this key gestation period., the two Gars
adopted parentage from dufferent genermtions
of Group C racing cins—the XJ220 losng the
V=12 in favor of a detuned version of the twin-
turbo 3, 5-iter V-6 used in the XJR-9's Group
C successors untal the amval of the Ford V-8-
based unit in the current XJR-14 macer. And. as
loge would have it, although the world saw the
XJ220 first, the RORXJIR-1S was baunchod as
a twmkey qar, ahead of us road-goang sster

For all thar sepamte developmenl. the cars
share a family hkeness. It's moee o do with
those typical Jaguar swooping curves and mi-
nor detalng in the air vents and paned fits, rath-
er than a conscious effort to show a Famaly link

But what the XJR-1S does have s a more
lithe look—probably to do with the fact that it's
based on a racer. It's Jow, mean and lght—com-
pared to 4 true GT supercar, Sitting on the stan-
dard and lengthy XJR-9 107 0-in. wheelbase, it
measures 1889 in. long and 74.8 in. wile

Height 1s 43.3 in, and the curb weght 2310 b,
about 440 1b heavier than the Grroup C car on
which at’s based

Much of the added weight has gone mto the
road-gosng design aspects alrexdy mentioned
Pay close attennon, and you'll find air gnlbes
for flow-through ventidaton, mtenor door
catches and full mstrumentation (imcluding
speadometer) inside the caban; pop-up head-
lamps. front tem signals and sde markers on
the extenor. The XJIR-15 ndes taller than an
NJR-9 race car, and doesn’t have its high down-
force acrodymamics ether. There i, however, a

B XJR-15 iaterior is not
uphotstored—those stripes
are carbon fibor matting,
usod also as o design
oloment. Engine
compartment contains 6.0-
liter V-12, based on mid
Sixties’ street engine. New
version prodeces 450 bhp.




The XJA5 is
the serious car
you would
expect it to be.

big rear wing-sofl in appearnce, agun 10 mect
the road-gomng critenia

Indeed the XJR=15 has a Jekyl and Hyde
character about it. Undemeath that Group C-
mspired road-going bodywork is a moe chassis
and mechancally the car follows mce design
The engine = a stressed member of the chassis
cumying the double wishbone unequal-length
rear suspension complete with aluminum up-
nights. The tube shocks are housed within the
wheels 10 allow the maximum possible ventun-
effect aerodynamics

For the from suspension, classc Group (
practice is followed with the wishbones actuat-
ing the spang and twbe shock units that bie hon-
zontally across the car's nose, [t akso features an
AP Racing 3-plate carbon clutch, vented mang
discs and 4-psston calipers.

The XJR-15 & the serious car you would ex-
pect it to be. And, in kecpeng wath its abshitics,
Jaguar and TWR obviously setthed whatever
internal differences they had over it clashng
with the XJ220 and came up with a $1 malhon
prize fund race sencs—the JaguarSport Interma-
tional Challenge.

To be held at three of the Evropean Grand
Prix meetings this season. the Monaco, British
and Bedgian, it is only open 10 those who par-
chase the $960,165 supercar. Even then, it's
not necessanly the owner who moss—unless he
holds the relevant international competition -
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cense! Eight of the drivers are, however, nomi-
nated by TWR

A maximum of 30 cars can compete in the
International Challenge, and no more than 50
will be built, At the time of this wniting, the
senies was planned only for 1991, but even if it
continues next year there will be a surplus of
cars. What the omners do with them 15 not up o
JaguarSport or TWR

The XJR-15 is everything a track car should
be and more=it could yet end up leading the
road-going supercar pack. @
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